Crown Meadow First School and Nursery
Nursery Curriculum Overview (2025/26) 
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Nursery Mathematics Curriculum Rationale
Our Nursery mathematics curriculum for 3 and 4 year olds is designed to lay a strong foundation for early mathematical understanding, preparing children for Reception. Aligned with Development Matters (3–4 years), it uses a story-based approach where children explore numbers through the adventures of characters from Number Land and their friends. This narrative framework makes mathematics engaging, meaningful, and memorable, encouraging children to see numbers as characters with relationships and stories.
In number, children focus on deepening understanding of numbers to 5 and beginning to count within 10. Through Number Land, they learn to recognise small quantities without counting (subitising), explore one-to-one correspondence, cardinality, and simple comparison, and combine and separate small quantities to develop early composition skills. By interacting with the characters, children begin to predict outcomes, solve simple number problems, and link numerals to quantities.
Comparison is explored through practical, story-linked activities, using language such as more than, fewer, and the same as. Children compare sizes, lengths, weights, and capacities of objects encountered in Number Land adventures, building an understanding of measure in meaningful contexts.
Shape and spatial reasoning are embedded across the curriculum. Children select, manipulate, and explore shapes, build patterns, and notice relationships between shapes through story-related challenges and construction activities. This develops early spatial awareness, problem-solving, and pattern recognition, preparing them for more formal shape and composition work in Reception.
Our approach ensures children deeply understand numbers to 5 while gaining confidence in counting within 10, all within a playful, story-based context. Learning is repetitive, exploratory, and scaffolded, with opportunities to revisit and consolidate ideas through Number Land adventures and interactive activities. We know some of our children can enter Nursery with an existing grasp of number and we aim to deepen rather than accelerate their learning.
By the end of Nursery, children have a secure grasp of numbers to 5, an emerging understanding of numbers to 10, and foundational skills in composition, comparison, measure, pattern, and shape. They are confident, curious, and ready to progress into Reception, where they continue to develop depth, fluency, and understanding in early mathematics.
Weekly Overview with links to Development Matters


Curriculum end goals:
Number/Numerical Pattern (foundational knowledge to work towards ELG at end of Reception)
Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’)
Recite numbers past 5
Say one number for each item in order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set tells you how many there are (‘cardinal principle’)
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5
Link numerals and amounts (e.g., match number to quantity up to 5)
Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals
Solve real-world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5
Compare quantities using language ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’

Wider aspects of Maths
Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using informal and mathematical language
Understand position through words alone (e.g. “under”, “behind”)
Discuss routes and locations using positional language
Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity
Select shapes appropriately for a specific purpose
Combine shapes to make new ones
Talk about and identify the patterns around them
Extend and create repeating patterns
Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern
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