Crown Meadow First School and Nursery
Reception Curriculum Overview (2025/26) 
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Reception Mathematics Curriculum Rationale
Our Reception mathematics curriculum is carefully sequenced to support all children to develop a secure, deep and connected understanding of early mathematics, in line with Development Matters (2023), the EYFS Statutory Framework and the NCETM Reception Spine. We base our curriculum on Mastering Number (NCETM) and supplement this with White Rose Maths planning, adapting to suit the needs of our children. Our curriculum prioritises depth over acceleration and ensures children experience mathematics as something they can see, talk about and manipulate.
The curriculum places number at the heart of learning, with a sustained focus on subitising, counting, comparison and composition. Children are supported to recognise quantities without counting, make sense of number structure and understand that numbers are made up of other numbers. We deliberately revisit key ideas, particularly numbers to 5, before extending learning to larger numbers, ensuring concepts are secure and flexible. Five is treated as a key anchor in the number system, supporting later understanding of number bonds and the structure of ten.
Counting is taught with a strong emphasis on cardinality and ordinality, so children understand that counting tells us how many and how numbers relate to one another. The use of structured representations such as fingers, five-frames, ten-frames and staircase patterns helps children connect counting, comparison and composition.
Comparison is woven throughout the year, moving from direct comparison and matching to comparison based on number knowledge and order. Children learn to use precise mathematical language and to develop a growing sense of magnitude.
Alongside number, the curriculum provides regular and purposeful opportunities to develop understanding of shape, space and measure. Children are encouraged to select, rotate, manipulate, compose and decompose shapes, supporting spatial reasoning. Pattern is explored through visualising, building and mapping, while measure is taught through meaningful experiences comparing length, height, weight and capacity and making predictions.
Mathematical concepts are introduced, revisited and deepened across the year, with planned consolidation and review points to support all learners. Teaching is grounded in practical activity, mathematical talk and play-based experiences, ensuring children can explain their thinking and make connections. We encourage children to represent their learning with mathematical mark making in their journals and communicate using appropriate mathematical and everyday vocabulary to describe their understanding.
By the end of Reception, children leave with a deep understanding of numbers to 10, secure subitising skills, an understanding of composition and comparison, and well-developed spatial and measure awareness. This strong foundation ensures children are confident, fluent and ready to build on their learning in Key Stage 1.
Reception Weekly Overview

	Week
	Curriculum focus
	Content taught
	Development Matters – Reception

	1
	Transition / short week
	Settling, routines, maths talk through play
	Begin to notice quantities and mathematical language through everyday play and routines

	2
	Subitising (NCETM)
	Perceptual subitising to 3
	Subitise – show small quantities in familiar patterns and random arrangements; encourage children to recognise quantities without counting

	3
	Counting (NCETM)
	Counting sequence; 1:1 correspondence; cardinality
	Count beyond ten – begin counting reliably; understand that the last number said represents the total number of objects

	4
	Composition (NCETM)
	Composition of 3 and 4; numbers made of ones
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – focus on composition of 2, 3 and 4; emphasise parts within the whole

	5
	Subitising (NCETM)
	Subitising to 4; making 4
	Subitise – show small quantities up to 4; prompt children to subitise before counting

	6
	Comparison (NCETM)
	Compare by matching; language of comparison
	Compare numbers – compare collections; use vocabulary ‘more than’, ‘less than’, ‘the same as’

	7
	Cardinality & Counting (NCETM)
	Counting to 5; five as a key representation
	Count beyond ten – have a sustained focus on numbers to 5; recognise five as a key quantity (fingers, dice)

	8
	Consolidation
	Revisit early number skills
	Secure subitising, counting and comparison through repeated practice and play

	9
	Comparison (NCETM)
	Equal and unequal groups
	Compare numbers – include groups where the number of items is the same; distribute items evenly

	10
	Composition (NCETM)
	Whole and parts
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – emphasise parts within the whole

	11
	Composition (NCETM)
	Composition of 5
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – focus on different ways of making 5 using fingers and five-frames

	12
	Cardinality & Counting (NCETM)
	Counting beyond 5
	Count beyond ten – continue counting beyond 5, building secure cardinal understanding

	13
	Subitising (NCETM)
	Link subitised quantities to numerals
	Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal value; display numerals alongside dot quantities

	14
	Measure (White Rose)
	Mass and capacity
	Compare length, weight and capacity – model comparative language and make predictions

	15
	Shape (White Rose)
	Pattern and direction
	Continue, copy and create repeating patterns; begin spatial reasoning through movement

	16
	Ordinality (NCETM)
	Order numbers to 5; one more
	Understand the ‘one more than’ relationship between consecutive numbers

	17
	Composition (NCETM)
	Missing parts of 5
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – identify missing parts within 5

	18
	Composition (NCETM)
	‘5 and a bit’ structure
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – represent numbers as 5 and some more using fingers and frames

	19
	Comparison (NCETM)
	Equal and unequal groups
	Compare numbers – notice when quantities are equal or unequal

	20
	Shape (White Rose)
	Circles and triangles
	Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to develop spatial reasoning

	21
	Shape (White Rose)
	Shapes with four sides
	Compose and decompose shapes so children recognise shapes within shapes

	22
	Comparison / Measure (White Rose)
	Size, mass and capacity
	Compare length, weight and capacity using appropriate vocabulary

	23
	Counting (NCETM)
	Ordinality; one more / one less
	Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship using staircase patterns

	24
	Comparison (NCETM)
	Ordinality-based comparison
	Compare numbers using knowledge of order rather than matching

	25
	Composition (NCETM)
	Composition of 7 (5 and a bit)
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – represent 7 as 5 and some more

	26
	Composition (NCETM)
	Two equal parts
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – investigate equal and unequal parts

	27
	Measure (White Rose)
	Length, height and time
	Compare length, weight and capacity; begin to explore time language

	28
	Composition (NCETM)
	Odd and even
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 – sort numbers into odd and even

	29
	Counting (NCETM)
	Counting larger amounts
	Count beyond ten – develop strategies for counting larger groups

	30
	Subitising (NCETM)
	Structured arrangements; 10-frame
	Subitise – put objects into five-frames and ten-frames to familiarise with tens structure

	31
	Composition (NCETM)
	Fingers and 10-frames
	Explore the composition of numbers to 10 using structured representations

	32
	Composition (NCETM)
	Doubles
	Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–5 and some to 10; explore doubles

	33
	Shape (White Rose) *
	3D shapes
	Select, rotate and manipulate shapes; find 2D shapes within 3D shapes

	34
	Shape (White Rose) *
	Manipulate, compose, decompose
	Compose and decompose shapes through practical exploration

	35
	Pattern (White Rose) *
	Visualise, build and map
	Continue, copy and create repeating patterns with increasing complexity

	36
	Pattern (White Rose) *
	Visualise, build and map
	Continue, copy and create repeating patterns; discuss and correct mistakes

	37
	Pattern (White Rose) *
	Visualise, build and map
	Continue, copy and create repeating patterns independently and collaboratively

	38-39
	Review (NCETM)
	Subitising, counting, comparison, composition
	Consolidate: subitise, count beyond ten, compare numbers, explore composition, recall number bonds
*Consolidation of these number aspects will also occur in the asterisked weeks



Reception Curriculum End Goals:
Number
· Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each numbers.
· Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.
· Automatically recall (without references to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds tup to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 
Numerical pattern:
· Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
· Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 
· Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.  
Wider aspects of Maths:
· Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to develop spatial reasoning skills, using a range of construction materials, puzzles and pattern resources.
· Compose and decompose shapes, recognising that shapes can be combined and split in different ways.
· Recognise and describe shapes in different orientations and sizes, and identify 2D shapes within 3D shapes through practical exploration.
· Continue, copy and create repeating patterns, noticing similarities and differences and correcting mistakes.
· Compare length, weight and capacity, using appropriate mathematical language such as longer than, heavier than and holds more.
· Make and test predictions when measuring, exploring which objects are longer, heavier or hold more, and explaining their thinking through talk.
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